
A Band Literature 
Resource for the 
Percussion Methods 
Class
Vivienne Boudreaux

National Conference on Percussion 
Pedagogy 2023



Percussion Techniques at the 
University of Oklahoma

• 1st Day of Class: Pass the Drum and Get to Know You's!

• Weeks 1-5: Snare Drum

• Weeks 6-7: Timpani

• Weeks 8-10: Keyboards

• Weeks 11-15: Percussion Ensemble, Marching Percussion, World Percussion, 
Drum Set

• Final Exam



Sample Week in the 
OU Curriculum

• Monday: Introduction to accent technique, 
basic play along etudes with metronome.

• Wednesday: Review of basic accent 
technique, peer teaching activities, group 
playing with Checkpoint Etude.

• Friday: Review of basic flam technique, Band 
Day with Roland Barrett's "Scirocco"



Percussion Techniques Spring 
2023 Final Band Day Project



Benefits of "Band Day" Activities

Exposes students to 
accessory percussion 
instruments in a time-

efficient way.

Introduces students 
to real-world 

percussion music.

Allows students to 
utilize their 

conducting skills.

Allows students to 
interact with their 

peers and gain 
confidence in playing 

percussion.

Allows teaching 
opportunities for 

students.



Student Feedback

"I looked forward to 
conducting for my 

peers, which 
ultimately enhanced 
my listening skills for 
percussion parts in 
normal rehearsal 

settings."

 
"I think that band day 

helps improve the view 
of percussionist from 
the band director's

perspective 
because now they know 
the amount of work and 
layering that must go to 

percussion."

"It emphasized many 
significant ensemble skills-- 

listening for balance 
purposes, being aware of 

entrances and cues 
(exposure to percussion 

ensemble repertoire), while 
also providing the 

experience of playing many 
of the instruments within a 

class period."

"I really enjoyed the band 
day activities because they 
are a great way of putting 
things into context so we 
can understand why what 

we are learning is 
important to us as future 

educators."

"It’s just a great way to 
interact with our peers, 
as we all play different 
instruments. There’s a 
different relationship 
between us attending 

class together as fellow 
students and playing 
music together as a 

section.



The Band Literature Resource

• An archive of band literature that is recent, diverse, and beneficial 
for both percussion instructors and band directors.

• A tool for educators that provides percussion-inclusive repertoire 
by categorizing wind band pieces through foundational percussion 
skills.



Foundational
Snare Drum Skills

Basic Rhythms and Accents

Rolls

Flams

Ruffs and Other Rudiments



Literature Parameters

Diverse and inclusive

Manageable instrumentation for the average school program.

Affordable price and available for purchase.

Includes percussion parts that focus on the primary percussion 
methods/foundational grade school percussion skills.



Snare Archive PDF

vrb1@ou.edu



Snare Archive Sections 1 and 2



Snare Archive Sections 3 and 4



Categories
Excerpt from Section 1, Roger Zare's "Ghost Town Triptych"

Excerpt from Section 2, Mollie Budianski's "The Codebreakers"



Categories (cont.)
Excerpt from Section 3, Naoya Wada's "Across the Sunlit Path"

Excerpt from Section 4, JaRod Hall's "Critical Call"



The Future of the Project in Dissertation

• Snare Drum

• Timpani
- Number of drums

- Tuning requirements.

• Keyboards
- Rhythms

- Rolls

- Number of mallets



Sources
• Zare, Roger. Ghost Town Triptych. Murphy Music Press, 2021

• Budiansky, Mollie. The Codebreakers. Oskaloosa, IA, C.L. Barnhouse, 2019

• Wada, Naoya. Across the Sunlit Path. Markham, ON, Eighth Note Publications 2018

• Hall, JaRod. Critical Call. Fort Lauderdale, FL, FJH Music Company, 2020

• Pieces sourced through The Wind Band Repertory Project and the Composer Diversity Database.


